[Recent data on the physiopathology of hyperthyroidism].
Cloning of the TSH receptor has led to marked progress in the understanding of the pathogenesis of hyperthyroidism. Genetic studies in familial cases of Graves disease have allowed to dismiss the TSH receptor as a candidate gene. Loci harbouring genes probably involved in the occurrence of Graves' disease have been described. Purification of native TSH receptor has allowed to study directly and to characterize the autoantibodies directed against this antigen. In cases of non immune hyperthyroidism the implication of activating mutations of the TSH receptor and of the a subunit of Gs has been described.